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Gentlemen, — • 

I have  the  pleasure  of  laying  my  ninth  Annual 
Report  before  you,  and  in  it  you  will  find, 
usual,  a resume  of  the  general  health  of  the  dis- 
trict, the  number  of  births  and  deaths,  the  num- 
ber of  zymotic  diseases,  and  other  matters  of 
interest  connected  with  the  district. 

As  you  are  aware  the  district  is  somewhat 
triangular  in  shape-,  having  the  town  of  Ashbur- 
ton as  its  -base-,  and  extending  some  miles  in  an 
eastern  and  wiestern  direction,  and  is  partially 
bo-und-ed  by  the  river  Dart,  and  its  tributary  the 
Yeo,  so  that  the  district  might  be  described  as 
part  urban  and  part  rural,  the  acreage  -being 
6,925  acres,  and  the  population,  according  to  the 
census  o-f  1901  Ibedng  2,660,  whi-oh  I consider  is 
about  the  proper  estimate  of  the  population  at 
the  present  time. 

BIRTHS. — During  the  year  1907  there  were 
registered  47  birtlis — boys  25,  girls  24.  Of  this 
number  4 were  illegitimate.  The  most  births  took 
place  in  the  month  of  July,  and  the  fewest  in 
March.  For  the  last  five  years  the  births  were:  — 
1906,  46  ; 1905,  49;  1904,  55;  1903,  72;  1902,  64. 
These  figures  shew  a viery  decided  decrease  in  the 
number  of  births. 

DEATHS. — During  the  year  1907  35  deaths 
were  registered — 21  males  and  14  females.  These 
figures  give  a death  rate  of  13.1  per  1,000  of  the 
population,  the  number  of  deaths  and  the 
death  rate  for  the  previous  five  years  being : — ■ 
1906,  41,  15.4  per  1,000;  1906,  35,  13.1;  1904,  46, 
17.2;  1903,  65,  24.2;  1902,  53,  19.9.  These  figures 
shew  that  the  last  three  years  are  a very  decided 
improvement  over  the  previous  three  years. 

lUnde-r  the  first  year  7 deaths  were  registere-d  ; 
from  the  first  to  the  fifth  year,  0;  from  the  fifth 
to  the  fifteenth  year  O';  from'  the  fifteenth  to 
twenty-fifth  year,  1;  from  the  twenty-fifth  to  th-e 
sixty-fifth  year,  12;  from  the  sixty-fifth  year  up- 
wards, 15,  5 of  whom  exceeded  the  80th  year. 

The  deaths  were  classified  as  follows:  Diarrhoea-, 
1 ; enteritis,  1 ; phthisis  (pulmonary  tuberouloisie), 
1 ; other  tubercular  diseases,  1 ; cancer,  4 ; bron- 
chitis, 4;  heart  disease,  6;  from  all  other  diseases, 
17.  Two  of  the  above  deaths  occurred  in  the 
Cottage  Hospital.  The  infant  mortality  is  one- 
fifth  of  the  wh-ole  mortality,  and  is  far  too  high. 
No  doubt  much  of  it  is  owing  to  the  ignorance 
of  parents  or  those  entr'usted  with  the  care  of  the 
infants  as  to  the  proper  feeding  and  attention 
required. 

ZYMOTIC  DISEA'SES.— Under  this  heading  I 
have  to  report  twenty  cases,  as  against  twenty 
cases  in  19C6.  Of  these  twenty  oases  16  were  scar- 
let fever,  1 diphtheria,  and  3 erysipelas.  The 
scarlet  fever  oases  we-r'e  of  a mild  type,  and  w'ere 
scattered  over  the  year,  the  first  case  occurring 
on  January  8th,  and  the  last  on  D-eoembe-r  18th. 
The  case  of  diphtheria  was  of  an  exceedingly  mild 
type,  as  were  th-e  three  cases  of  erysipelas.  There 
w^as  no  death  from  any  of  the  zymotic  class. 

-SLAUGHTER  HOUSES.— These  have  been 
regularly  inspected,  and  no  fault  has  been  found 
in  their  sanitary  condition. 

DAIRIES. — Th-ee  have  received'  special  atten- 
tion, and  with  -some  trivial  exceptions  have  al- 
ways been  found  in  a sanitary  condition. 

COW  HO'USBS. — ^Tbese  have  also  been  regu- 
larly visited,  and  it  was  found  that  some  sianitairy 
matters  iir  a few  instances  required  attention,  but 
these  were  iDut  right  on  the  owners’  attention 
being  called  to  them. 

WATER  SUPPLY.— This  -has  been  sa,tisfaotory 
during  the  year,  both  in  quantity  and-  quality.  Tlie 
rainfall  during  the  vea-r,  taken  at  Druid,  by  Mr. 
J.  Ain-ery,  at  a height  of  584  feet  above  sea  level, 
was  49.54  inches;,  t-hie-  average  for  the  last  42  years 
being  51.52  inches.  The  wettest  m-onth  was  Oc- 
-tober,  when  8.53  inches  fell,  and  the  driest,  March, 
when  1,22  inches  fell. 

COTTAGE  ACGO'MMO'DATIO'N.— A gr-eat  deal 
of  attention  has  been'  paid  in  this  direction,  and  I 
have  to  report  a stea-dy  impirov-ement.  As  is  usual 
in  old  towns  Mke  Ashburton,  there  is  -alway-s  soun-e- 
thing  that  requires  attention,  but  I have  no  hesi- 
tation in  saying  that  the  impirovenient  that  has 
-taken  place  in  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  houses 
is  eminently  sa-tisfaefo-ry,  but  even  yet  there  is 
n ucih  room  Tor  imi];rove.menit.  There  are  569  in- 
habited -hous-es'  in  the  disitrict,  with  an  average 
of  4.7  occupants  for  each'  house.  Several  new 
houses  have  be'sn  ereotedl  and  where  the  bye-la-ws 
have  been  oo'mplied-  with  the  necessary  certificate 
for  occupation  has  been  granted. 

HOUSE  REFUSE  is  oollecte-d  on  -alterna'te  days, 
and  I must  again  call  the  attention  of  the  Cbunoil 
to  the  necessity  of  a properly  constructed  covered' 
cart  for  the  purpose. 

PROSECUTION. — It  was  not  found  necessary  to 
take  legal  pro'ceedinigs  -during  the  year. 

DISINFECTANTS  were  freely  distributed  dur- 
ing the  year,  and!  were  used  in  tihe  sewers  and 
drains.  Every  house,  after  a case  of  infectious 
disease,  has  been  thoroughly  disinfected. 

SCHOOI.S. — It  was  noit  found  necessary  to  close 
the  Sch-ools  during  the  year. 

FACTORIES  and  WORKSHOPS  ACT.— There  is 
no  large  factory  requiring  special  attention,  but 
workshops  and  bakeries  have  been  inspected,  and 
it  was  no-t  found:  necessary  to  complain  of  their 
sanitary  condition. 

The  most  important  work  carried  o-ut  during  the 
year  has  been  the,  laying  of  the  lo-w-level  sewer  at 
East  Street.  Th'is  work,  w-hioh  I have  advocated 
for  years,  is  now  in  working  order,  and  I have 
no  doubt  but  that  it  will  add  very  materially  to 
the  improved-  sanitary  condition  o-f  the  town.  In 
addition  to  the  above  several  badly  p>aved  courts 
have  been  improv-ed,  new  private  drains  have  been 
laid  in  several  places,  insanitary  closets  have  either 
been  improved  or  new  ones  erected-  .As  I have  ad- 
vised the  Council  in  a previous  report,  I stiU 
vise  that  the  sewerage  of  St.  Lawrence  Lane, which 
is  in  a very  unsatisfactory  condition,  requires  the 
serious  attention  of  the  Council,  as  something  ought 
to  be  dome  without  further  delay. 

I am  again  p'eased  to  state  that  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  has  carried  -out  his  duties  in  a satisfac- 
tory manner. 

I am.  Gentlemen, 

Y-cur  Obedient  Servant, 
HENRY  S.  JOHNSON,  M.O.H. 

Totnes,  February  7tb,  1908, 


